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Good, In A Bad Way 
Written By Al Jones 

 
Well folks, here we are in a new year and the bulk of conversations I've 
been involved in thus far usually include the question, "Have you made 
any new years resolutions?"  At first, I resisted, but after much thought, 
I have had a change of heart. I do indeed have a new year’s resolution. I 
resolve not to be good ... now, let me explain. 
 
A few months back, I was at a business dinner. My wife and I were 
seated with Sherry Shaw-Froggatt, the publisher of Airdrie Life 
magazine. As fellow writers will often do, she issued me a challenge. 
She said, "I've got a topic for you. Good is the enemy of great."  
 
I looked at her and said, "Ummmm....Jim Collins already wrote that 
book."  
 
"Yeah, but everyone has a different definition of good and great. Think 
about it and write your own version," she challenged me.  
 
Since then, I've thought about how I can incorporate that phrase into my 
daily life so that I can actually meet her challenge. So, here goes. 
 
Last year’s Calgary Flames were a good NHL team. But the '89 Stanley 
Cup Champion Calgary Flames were a GREAT team. The goal for this 
year’s Flames is to once again win the Stanley Cup and achieve 
greatness. Good is not the goal.......Great is. 
 
We ask friends if they know of a good repair shop or a good hair 
dresser, when we should be asking for GREAT ones.  
 
We are satisfied with being good parents. But shouldn't we strive to be 
GREAT parents?  

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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We settle for being good employees. But shouldn't we strive to be 
GREAT at our jobs? 
 
A good neighbour might shovel your walk when you're away. But if we 
were GREAT neighbours, we would shovel the walk even when you're 
home. Not all the time....but enough to let your neighbour know that you 
appreciate them as a neighbour. 
 
Most of us are satisfied with being good at things. Once we become 
good at something, we become comfortable....even complacent. A good 
student is someone who pays attention in class and easily gets a "B" 
average. They are satisfied with being good, so they never strive to be 
better. A GREAT student is someone who struggles, but because of 
perseverance, extra study time and commitment, achieves that same "B" 
average yet still continues striving for an "A". It is the GREAT students 
that will be tomorrow’s leaders. The good students will work for them. 
 
So my New Year’s resolution is not to settle for good. Because "Good is 
the enemy of Great". I don't want to be good. I want to be GREAT. I 
want to be a GREAT husband, a GREAT father, a GREAT friend, a 
GREAT volunteer, a GREAT listener, a GREAT employer, a GREAT 
publisher and a GREAT writer. If I seriously follow through with my 
resolution, then I will probably always have to strive to be better. It is 

only from admitting that I can be better and working on 
achieving self betterment, that I can ever hope to 
overcome being good.  
 
I hope you all join me by making this same resolution 
yourselves. Together we can avoid having a good 
year.......we'll have a GREAT year. 

(Continued from page 1) 
“Every luxury must be paid for,  

and everything is a luxury,  
starting with being in the world.”  

- Cesar Pavese 

The penguin is the only bird that can 
swim, but not fly. It is also the only 

bird that walks upright. 

 

Call today to book your 
reading, home party or class. 
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2005 

2004 2005 

2006  
Team Centurion 

OLD TOWN 
Affordable!! Newer 3 BR mobile 
on rented lot. Immaculate inside 

and out!   
$142,000 

THORBURN 
Backs onto path, stunning view 

of lake from the deck. Over 
2100 sf awesome living area. 

$429,900 

THE CANALS 
Insulated and drywalled DBL 
ATT GARAGE! Condo fees are 

one of, if not the lowest. 
$299,800 

SILVER CREEK 
Impeccable 4 BR home has it 
all! Loads of windows, 24X24 
insulated garage and more! 

$369,000 

EDGEWATER 
Spacious walk-up 4 lvl split.  

4 BR’s / 3 baths, 26X28 garage 
on large lot backing green space. 

$354,900 

THORBURN 
Former Layne showhome will 
satisfy the most discerning 

buyer. Over 2300 sf dev area. 
$529,900 

THE FAIRWAYS 
Stunning 1906 sf home backs 
the golf course. Loaded with 

awesome features! 
$484,900 

MEADOWBROOK 
Welcome Home! Over 1900 sf of 
awesome floor to ceiling appeal! 

Prime location! 
$434,900 

COOPERS CROSSING 
Highly appointed executive 
bungalow is fully developed! 

 
Call for more details. 

SAGEWOOD 
1421 sf Jayman built. Hardwood 

floors and MUCH more! Open 
concept home on a choice lot! 

$355,900 

JENSEN 
Awesome 2BR end unit boasts a 

bright floor plan. Fully dev, 
insulated garage and more! 

$287,900 

SAGEWOOD 
Fully developed Jayman is the 
ideal family home! 22x24 insu-

lated garage, and so much more! 
$386,925 

EDGEWATER 
Wonderful 3 BR home with att 
garage. Awesome features & 

tremendous value for the dollar! 
$314,900 

THE CANALS 
Fully dev 4 BR’s /4 baths. W/O 
bsmt with in-floor heat. Quiet 

cul-de-sac and backs onto path! 
$420,000 
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Virtue of  the Week 

 

Kindness 
 
 

Kindness is showing you care, doing some good to make  
life better for others. Be thoughtful about people’s needs.  

 Show love and compassion to someone who is sad or needs  
your help. When you are tempted to be cruel, to criticize  

or tease decide to be kind instead. 
 

You are practicing kindness when you: 
• Give tender attention to those who need help. 
• Do thoughtful things to give others happiness. 
• Practice habits that help the environment. 
• Resist the temptation to be cruel. 
• Accept people who are different. 

 
 

Affirmation 
I am kind. I show compassion to others.   

I have the courage to show I care. 
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“The best portion 
of a good man is 

his little, nameless, 
unremembered 
acts of kindness 

and love.” 
- W W Wordsworth 

“If someone listens or stretches out a hand, 
or whispers a kind word of encouragement,  
or attempts to understand a lonely person, 

extraordinary things begin to happen.” 
- Loretta Girzatlis 
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