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Just As Guilty
Al Jones

We are always in a hurry. We hide behind the anonymity of a motor
vehicle to cast aside our kind, gentle natures and to allow the lawless,
reckless, and savage in us to emerge. Car manufacturers advertise this in
their T.V. commercials showing daring maneuvers and warning in
letters too small to see "Professional stunt driver, do not attempt".

I received a call from an acquaintance the other day. Our sons played
football together last season, and | always found him to be fairly laid
back, but not today. He was fired up, ready to spit nails. He tells me of
how he constantly sees people speed through the school zone where his
kids go to school. He's talked to the school. He's talked to municipal
enforcement and he talked with RCMP. Yet he sees it worse than ever
lately. | remind him that, with warmer weather, people sometimes
become complacent and forget to watch the speedometer. With
frustration in his voice, he tells me that that is no excuse. | have to
agree.

I think back to my childhood, | remember Mom driving us
somewhere. Traffic was moving at a good clip, and Mom cursed under
her breath as a large truck suddenly cut her off. As we approached a
school, that same truck slammed on its brakes. Traffic came to an abrupt
halt. Mom got out of the car. | think she originally was going to give
that truck driver a piece of her mind. When she came back to the car
though, she didn't say anything. She was as white as a ghost. |
remember looking over at the truck driver. He was on his hands and
knees on the sidewalk......crying uncontrollably.

The police eventually came and took a statement from my Mom.
Although I couldn't see beyond the truck in front of us, | knew that a kid
had been hit by the truck in front of us. I also knew by the way my Mom
was talking to the police, that the kid was dead. | remember seeing the
child’s mother arrive at the scene....crying in anguish and despair. The
whole time, |1 would periodically glance over at the truck driver....still
on his knees....still crying uncontrollably. | remember my Mom making
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PRIVE BY Return Time
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3 DVD's for $19.98,
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PLUS get an entry to WIN a Nintendo wii System!
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Carstairs and Surrounding Area
Commercial and Residential Cleaning
j Residential move in / move out cleaning

. 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
____Joanne (403)-605-4986

TISFACTION GUARANTEED
INSURED

IRIq H SO D;i BREAER
GUINNESS PIN'ES

KEITHS PIN'ES
BUCKETS OF KEI'THS
SHAMROCK SHOOTERS
AND OF COURSE...

RADITIONAL EAST

‘RINA HARVEY

® Garage Heaters

® Plumbing

® Furnace Tune-Ups

® Hot Water Tank Installs

® Air Quality Products

® Carbon Monoxide Testing
® Humidifiers

® Tankless \Water Heaters

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

HEATING - COOLING
PLUMBING - GASFITTING

Total Home Comfort With
Only One Phone Call
® Furnace Installs

' Phone: (403) ?36-0576 ® Boiler Sales and Service

Book online:
www.amazingheating.ca LOCALLY OWNED

® Gas Lines
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SPECIALIZING IN CORRECTIVE WORK ~ DESIGNER JEWELRY

§ Bring Your Little

Leprechauns In
For a Haircut

Book your appointment today!
94.8-5070 400 Main Street, Airdrie
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March 17
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me crouch down in the back seat as we drove away from the scene of
that fatal accident. I guess she didn't want us kids to see the carnage she
had just endured. | remember that day as if it were yesterday, not
because of what I've described thus far to you, but because of what
happened when we arrived home.

I was eavesdropping as | heard my Mom relay the afternoon’s tragic
events. She didn't know | was listening in. It took her a long time to tell
Dad the whole story. She would describe a little bit, then cry a little bit,
gather herself together and again describe a little bit, then cry a little bit.

She cried for the mother that had lost a child that day. She cried for the
child as well. But mostly, she cried for the truck driver. | thought that
strange at first. Why cry for the guy that actually took the life of the kid.
I heard mom explain that the kid came out of no where. She had
absolutely no idea that a child had been hit, until she got out of her car to
see why the truck driver had slammed on his brakes. In other words
folks, if the truck driver hadn't of cut in front of her a few blocks earlier,
it would have been my Mom that had run over that kid instead. She cried
out of guilt, relief and remorse...all rolled into one. She felt relief that it
was someone else that took a life, and guilt and remorse for feeling
relieved.

I'm as guilty as the next person of condemning people who cause deaths
by driving carelessly. But we are all guilty of occasionally losing focus
while driving. | think it's important that we recognize that. It's important
to understand that speed limits are in place for a reason. Because
children are unpredictable. And because we are all human. We can look
at just about any accident scene and say to ourselves “that could have
been me".

Spring is in the air folks. It's easy to day dream. Please watch your
speedometer when going through residential and school zones.

Appointments Appreciated
Walk-Ins Welcome!
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A House SOLD Name.

TAMMY

9
SUNDAY, MARCH 16 1PM-4PM
IMMACULATE 1633 sf home with
SOUTH back yard! 2BR’s (each
with an ensuite) up + bonus
room, and MORE!
$384,900

FORREST

WOODSIDE ESTATES
LARGE FAMILY? Immaculate 5
BR bi-level offers over 2900 sf
on 2 levels! 26x22 garage and

MORE!
$499,900

10/04/ 2007
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Emerald Emerald

Diamond

2006
Team Centurion

SAGEWOOD
Highly Appointed 1970 SQFT
Jayman built home.Hardwood,
granite, sophisticated black
lacquered trim and MORE!
$449,900

MEADOWBROOK
Welcome Home! Over 1900 sf of
awesome floor to ceiling appeal!

Prime location!
$419,900

EDGEWATER
Wonderful 3 BR home with att
garage. Awesome features &
tremendous value for the dollar!
$314,900

COOPER’S CROSSING
5 BR’S AND 4 BATHS!! Fully
dev offering over 2900 sf of
highly functional living area.
DREAM kitchen is a must see!
$529,900

THORBURN
Backs onto path, stunning view
of lake from the deck. Over
2100 sf awesome living area.
$419,900

THORBURN
Executive home offers over 2340
sf of HIGHLY UPGRADED living
area. Fully dev W/O bi-level is
feature loaded!
$499,900

MORNINGSIDE
Brand New & Never Lived In!!
1520 SqgFt Jayman built home is
warm & inviting. DREAM kitchen
$399,900

SAGEWOOD
Growing Family? Over 2000 sf
PLUS full lower dev! 4 BR 4
Baths, bonus rm, HUGE up-
graded kitchen, and more!
$449,900

WILLOWBROOK
Cozy 3 level split makes you feel
right at home! 5 BR’s in total and
meticulously maintained.
$384,900

COOPERS CROSSING
Wonderfully appointed and
highly functional! Over 2850
SgFt dev area. TONS of upgrades

$549,900

THE FAIRWAYS
AWESOME floor to ceiling ap-
peal! 3BR + bonus room with

many upgrades
including hardwood floors.
$399,900

AIRDRIE MEADOWS
1170 sqft. Bi-level with part dev
basement (suite possibilities!!).

Numerous updates.
$324,900

Gary Adamo & Tammy Forrest
www.anotherONEsold.com 912-SOLD (7653)

Century 21 Castlewood Agencies (1997) Ltd.

THE CANALS
Fully dev 4 BR's /4 baths. W/O
bsmt with in-floor heat. Quiet
cul-de-sac and backs onto path!
$410,000




Landmark
CINEMAS

Roxy Theatre & DNV
121 MAIN STREET » Ph: 948-ROXY (948-7699)

TUVESDAYS AND MATINEES ALL SEATS §5.50

Movie Listings
can easily be
found by calling

948-ROXY
(948-7699)

www.landmarkcinemas.com

Alice Walker

#305, 960 Yankee Valley Blvd., S.E., Airdrie
945-1990 Office / 510-6669 Cell

100% m Seniors

,. EI ESTIMATES!  Discount!

999-BROS
(2767)

-.-5,, o5 969-BROS

Fast, Reliable & Professional ~ Commercial & Residential
Loading & Clean-Up (inc. home, office, yard)
Old Appliance & Furniture Removal
Construction & Reno Debris Removal ~ 24/7, 7 Days/Week.
Locally Owned & Operated.

Unexpected Guests?
Life’s Great at Super 8

For reservations,

Call 948-4188

815 East Lake Blvd., Airdrie, AB
Fax: 948-4299
super8@nucleus.com ~ www.super8.com
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Virtue of the Week

Joyfulness

Joyfulness is an inner sense of peace and happiness.
You appreciate the gifts each day brings. Without
joyfulness, when the fun stops our happiness stops. Joy
can carry us through the hard times even when we are
feeling very sad. Joy gives us wings.

You are practicing joyfulness when you:

Look inside for happiness.

Enjoy whatever you are doing.

Feel good about doing what is right.

Find creative ways to enjoy your time.

Have a good sense of humour.

Feel an inner peace even when things are tough.

Affirmation
I am thankful for the joy | feel inside.
| enjoy my work and my play.
| appreciate the gifts this day holds for me.

© 2002 Virtues Project International Inc
www.virtuesproject.com

Airdrie Paint & Decor

"There is no such
thing as the

Never Put Off Until
Tomorrow, What You
Can PAINT Today!

LocALLY OWNED & OPERATED ¢ PHONE: 912-4300

Benjamin
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pursuit of
happiness, there
is only the

discovery of joy.” Benjamil’l Moore
The Colour Experts

- Joyce Grenfield

Page 4




